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DETAILED ACTION 

This application has been examined. The claims 1, 25-28, 30-34, 36-37 are pending. The 
examination results are as following. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed pubUcation in this or a foreiga cxjuntry or in pubHc use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of apphcation for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 25-26, 30, 34 and 37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Holehan (US 6,043,809). 

Regarding claim 25, Holehan discloses in fig. 1, a touchpad input device comprising a 
touchpad disposed along at least a portion of at least one outside edge of a housing: a dimension 
selection switch (scrolling, see col. 3, hues 45-46) able to select one of at least two dimensions 
(see the operator's finger, see abstract); a user input detector (see col. 4, lines 4-7), electrically 
coupled to the touchpad and the dimension selection switch, for detecting user input from the 
touchpad and a selected dimension selected by the dimension selection switch and transmitting 
input signals, wherein the input signals controls movement in the selected dimension in response 
to the user input (see abstract); and a control circuit (see fig. 3, see memory 3) coupled to the 
user input detector; wherein the control circuit acts upon the input signals from the user input 
detector. 
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Regarding claim 26, Holehan discloses further comprising a display electrically coupled 
to the control circuit (memory 3), wherein the control circuit transmits output signals to the 
display (see fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 30, Holehan discloses the at least one touchpad comprises at least one of 
texture for providing a tactile feedback to the user (because the system comprises a processing 
program having many words programs, see col. 3, hues 22-26). 

Regarding claim 34, Holehan discloses in fig. 1, the touch pad comprises a touchpad strip 
disposed along at least a portion of at least one outside edge of the housing (240) for detecting 
user input along the touchpad strip. 

Regarding claim 37, Holehan discloses further wherein one of the at least two dimensions 
is rotate (see operator's finger moves, see abstract). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 28 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Holehan (US 
6,043,809) in view of Gerpheide (US 6,473,069). 

Holehan does not disclose the at least one touchpad extends substantially about a 
perimeter of the housing along the at least one outside edge of the housing. 
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Gerpheide discloses in fig. 2B, the at least one touchpad extends substantially about a 
perimeter of the housing along the at least one outside edge of the housing. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to implement the using of touchpad extends substantially about a perimeter of the 
housing along the at least one outside edge of the housing as taught by Gerpheide into the 
computer system of Holehan because this would define a perimeter of the touchpad surface, 
which provide tactile feedback to the user who is manipulating a cursor on a display screen, 
when a finger has passed into a special fiinctions region of the surface, and without requiring 
additional circuit or modification to existing designs (see col. 5, hnes 47-52). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 7, 36 are allowed (reasons for allowable, see previous office action). 

6. Claims 27, 31-33 objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim 
and any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
The present invention is directed to a touchpad input device comprising a touchpad disposed 
along at least o portion of at least one outside edge of a housing: a dimension selection switch 
able to select one of at least two dimensions, a user input detector, electrically coupled to the 
touchpad. The combination of the closest prior art, Holehan (US 6,043,809) and Gerpheide 
(6,473,069) show a similar invention, however, they fail to teach further wherein the display is 
within the housing and the at least one outside edge of the housing is located about at least one 
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edge of the display, and the touchpad is disposed along at least a portion of the at least on edge 
of the display as claim 27; or an analog-to-digital converter electrically coupled between the user 
input detector and the control circuit for converting electrical signals into digital in formation 
readable by the control circuit as claim 3 1 ; or a threshold comparator electrically coupled 
between the user input detector and the control circuit as claim 32; or an electric signal amplifier 
electrically coupled between the user input detector and the control circuit as claim 33. 

Response To Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 25-28, 30-34 and 37 filed on 1 1/1/05 have 
been considered but- are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

8. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, TfflS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time poHcy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 -136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 . 136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 
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Correspondence 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kimnhung Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272-7698. 
The examiner can normally be reached on MON-FRI, FROM 8:30 AM-5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Amr Awad can be reached on (571) 272-7764. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or PubHc PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Kimnhung Nguyen 
November 15, 2005 
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PRIMARY EXAMIN 



